RYAN PATRICK HANLEY
Brief CV (August 2024)

Boston College, Political Science Department
140 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
ryan.hanley@bc.edu; 617-552-3825

Education

Ph.D., University of Chicago, Committee on Social Thought, 2002.
M.Phil., University of Cambridge, Political Thought and Intellectual History, 1997.

B.A. (Honors), University of Pennsylvania, Intellectual History and Political Science, 1996.
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https://www.americanpurpose.com/articles/religion-without-god/
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https://www.nationalreview.com/2023/11/why-adam-smith-now/
https://www.adamsmithworks.org/documents/introduction-french-enlightenment-ryan-patrick-hanley
https://psyche.co/ideas/leibniz-had-rules-for-standing-out-for-all-the-right-reasons
https://www.americanpurpose.com/articles/faith-hope-love-and-ted-lasso
https://www.nationalreview.com/magazine/2020/12/17/adam-smiths-other-masterwork/
https://psyche.co/ideas/lessons-against-self-love-from-the-forgotten-francois-fenelon
http://www.themontrealreview.com/2009/Adam-Smith-and-the-Character-of-Virtue.php
http://www.artoftheory.com/response-to-roundtable-ryan-patrick-hanley

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Adam Smith Review 1 (2004): 127-28.

Interviews/Podcasts/Webinars

Adam Smith 300: Templeton Fellows Podcast, February 2024:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ea9bWzzsoxk

“Adam Smith,” Civita Institute (Norway) Podcast, May 2023:
https://civita.no/podcast/ryan-hanley-on-what-can-we-learn-from-adam-smith-300-years-after-his-birth/

“The Five Best Books: Fénelon,” Five Books for Catholics, April 2023:
https://www.fivebooksforcatholics.com/francois-fenelon/

“Ryan Hanley on Adam Smith,” The Great Antidote Podcast, January 2023:
https://www.thegreatantidote.com/1134116/12210457-ryan-hanley-on-the-morality-of-markets

“Kant, Liberalism, and the Meaning of Life,” Guest Host of The Political Theory Review Podcast, December 2022:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2022-12-02T04_53_44-08_00

“What is Our Great Purpose?” The Curious Task Podcast, April 2022:
https://www.ivoox.com/en/ep-138-ryan-patrick-hanley-what-is-audios-mp3_rf_86002325_1.html|

“Adam Smith,” Boston College Pulled Up Short Podcast, April 2021:
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/sites/pulled-up-short/podcasts.html#004

“Character is Not for Suckers,” American Purpose webinar, February 2021:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDf-eY0b60M

“Our Great Purpose,” C-SPAN Book TV, January 2021:
https://www.c-span.org/video/?476237-1/0our-great-purpose

“The Political Philosophy of Fénelon,” The IHS Podcast, September 2020:
https://soundcloud.com/user-22948988/who-was-francois-fenelon-with-ryan-hanley

“The Political Philosophy of Fénelon,” The Political Theory Review Podcast, August 2020:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2020-08-12T18 38_27-07_00

“The Political Philosophy of Fénelon,” Acton Line Podcast, June 2020: https://blog.acton.org/archives/116402-

acton-line-podcast-an-introduction-to-francois-fenelon-the-forgotten-philosopher.html

“The Political Philosophy of Fénelon,” St Andrews Institute of Intellectual History, May 2020:
https://intellectualhistory.net/new-work/the-political-philosophy-of-fnelon-2020

“Adam Smith, Capitalism, and the Good Life,” Adam Smith Society Webinar, April 2020:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZ92IKdodKk

“Adam Smith on Living a Life,” The Political Theory Review Podcast, April 2020:
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https://civita.no/podcast/ryan-hanley-on-what-can-we-learn-from-adam-smith-300-years-after-his-birth/
https://www.fivebooksforcatholics.com/francois-fenelon/
https://www.thegreatantidote.com/1134116/12210457-ryan-hanley-on-the-morality-of-markets
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2022-12-02T04_53_44-08_00
https://www.ivoox.com/en/ep-138-ryan-patrick-hanley-what-is-audios-mp3_rf_86002325_1.html
/content/bc-web/sites/pulled-up-short/podcasts.html#004
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uDf-eY0b60M
https://www.c-span.org/video/?476237-1/our-great-purpose
https://soundcloud.com/user-22948988/who-was-francois-fenelon-with-ryan-hanley
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2020-08-12T18_38_27-07_00
https://blog.acton.org/archives/116402-acton-line-podcast-an-introduction-to-francois-fenelon-the-forgotten-philosopher.html
https://blog.acton.org/archives/116402-acton-line-podcast-an-introduction-to-francois-fenelon-the-forgotten-philosopher.html
https://intellectualhistory.net/new-work/the-political-philosophy-of-fnelon-2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZ92IKdodKk
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2020-04-08T11_57_29-07_00
https://www.aei.org/multimedia/the-centuries-long-pursuit-of-the-good-life/
https://www.theinvestorspodcast.com/the-good-life/tgl003-adam-smith-and-the-good-life-with-ryan-hanley/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESUUSL2SO3o
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ryan-patrick-hanley/id991156680?i=1000455439147
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview/episodes/2019-10-10T12_58_14-07_00
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1611786307512

22

23

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

PO E

. “How Can | Distinguish Between My Needs and My Wants?” Irish Times, 19 September 2019:
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/how-can-i-distinguish-between-my-needs-and-wants-1.4019733

. “The Problem of Virtuous Leadership,” Strategy+Business 90 (Spring 2018): 12-15:
https://www.strategy-business.com/article/The-Problem-of-Virtuous-Leadership

“Love’s Enlightenment,” The Political Theory Review Podcast, 2 June 2017:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/thepoliticaltheoryreview

“Adam Smith desembarca en Chile,” EI Mercurio, 13 November 2016 (in Spanish):
http://impresa.elmercurio.com/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?dt=2016-11-13&dtB=29-11-
2016%200:00:00&Paginald=6&bodyid=6

“Kantian Dinner Party Hopes to Bring Civility Back to Debates,” Milwaukee Public Radio, Sept 2016:
http://wuwm.com/post/kantian-dinner-party-hopes-bring-civility-back-debates#stream/0

“The Real Adam Smith,” PBS Documentary, Spring 2016:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V656pMsKzl|

“Do We Still Need the Eighteenth Century?” North Dakota Public Radio, “WHY? Radio,” May 2016:
http://www.whyradioshow.org/\Why/previousepisodes/episode91.aspx.

Current Projects

What Enlightenment Is (book under advance contract, Princeton University Press)
Three Dreamers: Descartes, Pascal, Leibniz (book in progress)
“Adam Smith’s Critique and Defense of Inequality” (invited contribution; final version complete and submitted)
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

Templeton Foundation Workshop: “Love Across Divides,” Boston, MA, June 2024: untitled (workshop
presentation)

NYC Workshop in Early Modern Philosophy, April 2024: “Liberalism and the Martial Virtues: The Cases of Kant
and Adam Smith” (keynote address)

Social Philosophy and Policy Conference, Tokyo, Japan, March 2024: “Adam Smith and the American Crisis”
(invited participant)

International Adam Smith Society Annual Meeting, Tokyo, Japan, March 2024: “Adam Smith on Social Progress and
the Evolution of Love” (conference presentation)

Conference for the Study of the History of Political Thought, University of Texas-Austin, March 2024: “Pascal’s
Political Philosophy” (invited participant)

NYU Conference on Issues in the History of Modern Philosophy: Love and Friendship, November 2023: “Adam
Smith on Social Progress and the Evolution of Love” (invited participant)

Adam Smith’s Liberalism, Universidad Adolfo Ibafiez and Centro de Estudios Pablicos, Santiago, Chile, October
2023: “Adam Smith’s Prudent Man: Who He Is and Why We Need Him” (invited participant)

Yale University, Political Theory Workshop, October 2023: “Pascal’s Political Philosophy” (workshop presentation)

University of Tokyo, Library of Economics, September 2023: “Adam Smith’s Debts to Seventeenth-Century French
Theology” (workshop presentation)

University of Tokyo, Comparative Law and Politics Forum, September 2023: “Social Reform in Early Eighteenth-
Century French Political Economy: Fénelon, Boisguilbert, Vauban” (invited seminar)

Templeton Public Lecture, University of Tokyo, September 2023: “Adam Smith: War and the Laws of Nations”
(invited lecture)

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA, September 2023: “Adam Smith’s Inquiry
into the Nature
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Wennerlind and Margaret Schabas, A Philosopher’s Economist (book roundtable)

27. Politics, Philosophy and Economics Society Annual Meeting, New Orleans, November 2022: “Commerce Before
Capitalism: Fénelon, Vauban, Boisguilbert” (conference presentation)

28. Arizona State University, Center for the Study of Economic Liberty, November 2022: “Human Flourishing in the
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94

95

96

97

98

its Discontents” (roundtable participant)

. Acton Institute, Grand Rapids, MI, June 2016: “Adam Smith, Markets, and Morality” (summer
guest lecture)

. Philadelphia Society Annual Meeting, Charlotte, NC, April 2016: “Adam Smith and Human
Flourishing” (invited panel participant)

. Marquette University, Humanities Research Colloguium, March 2016: “Respect and Dignity in
Practice: The Political Significance of the Kantian Dinner Party” (with D. Nah and A. Lanz)
presentation)

. Utah State University, February 2016: “The Role of Self-Command in The Theory of Moral
Sentiments” and “Adam Smith’s Defense and Critique of Inequality” (invited lectures)

institute

(invited

. Michigan State University, Lefrak Forum / Symposium on Reason, Science and Modern Democracy,
October 2015: “Comments on Harvey Mansfield, ‘Reducing Income Inequality’” (commentator at “Inequality

and Democracy Today” conference)

99.
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142.  American Society for Eighteenth-
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Courses Taught
Boston College POLI 1034: Making of the Modern Mind (Spring 2022 and Spring 2024)

POLI 2603: Enlightenment Political Theory (every two years)
POLI 2621: Politics and Literatvéng y two years
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Board Memberships:

Professional Service:

University Service:

Relevant Community Service:

Press Reviewer:

*Mary Jane Porzenheim (Boston College, Political Science)
*Guang Yang (Boston College Political Science)

*Yufei Zhao (Boston College, Political Science)

Samuel Helyar (Boston College, Political Science)

Yiyang Zhuge (Boston College, Political Science)

Masanori Ohashi (Boston College, Political Science)

Service and Memberships

Editorial Board Member, Journal of Scottish Thought, 2022-

Academic Board Member, Adam Smith Tercentenary, 2022-

Contributing Editor, American Purpose, 2021-2024

Executive Advisory Council, Adam Smith’s Enlightened World, 2016-2019
Board Member, International Adam Smith Society, 2013-2019

Editorial Board Member, American Journal of Political Science, 2010-2013

Founder and Organizer, Boston-Area Enlightenment Workshop, 2019-2024
NEH Proposal Advisor, Institute for the Study of Scottish Philosophy, 2019
Director, Kantian Dinner Party Initiative, 2016-2019

President, International Adam Smith Society, 2010-2013
Secretary-Treasurer, International Adam Smith Society, 2001-05

MCAS Working Group: Fourth-Year Experience, Boston College, 2024-
Provost’s Advisory Committee, Boston College, 2022-

Graduate Committee, Political Science, Boston College, 2022-

Graduate Placement Director, Political Science, Boston College, 2021-
Governance Committee, John Marshall Project, Boston College, 2020-
PAC Working Group: Fourth-Year Experience, Boston College, 2023-24
Mentor, Gabelli Presidential Scholars Program, Boston College, 2020-21
Mentor, McNair Exploratory Program, Boston College, 2020-21

Humanities Research Advisory Council, Marquette University, 2015-2019
Committee on Research, Marquette University, 2016-2018
Mellon Grant Review Committee, Marquette University, 2017

Concord Museum, Board of Trustees, Chair, 2023-

Concord Museum, Board of Governors, Member, 2023-

Concord Historical Home Owners’ Association, Founder, 2022-
Wright Tavern History Advisors Panel, Member, 2022-

Concord Historical Commission, Member, 2022-24

Concord Historic Preservation Awards Committee, Member, 2023
Concord Museum, Board of Trustees, Member, 2022-23

Bloomsbury, Cambridge University Press, Edinburgh University Press, Harvard
University Press, Notre Dame University Press, Oxford University Press, Palgrave
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Journal Reviewer:

Tenure/Promotion Reviews:

Macmillan, Routledge, Pennsylvania State University Press, Princeton University
Press, University of Chicago Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, Yale University
Press.

Adam Smith Review, American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science
Review, American Political Thought, Ancient Philosophy, British Journal for the
History of Philosophy, Cahiers d’économie politique, Canadian Journal of Political
Science, Critical Historical Studies, Eighteenth-Century Studies, Epoché, European
Journal of Analytic Philosophy, European Journal of Philosophy, European Journal of
Political Theory, European Journal of the History of Economic Thought, History of
European Ideas, History of Philosophy Quarterly, History of Political Thought, Hume
Studies, The Independent Review, Intellectual History Review, Journal for Eighteenth-
Century Studies, Journal of Business Ethics, Journal of Economics, Theology, and
Religion, Journal of Modern Philosophy, Journal of Politics, Journal of Scottish
Philosophy, Journal of the American Philosophical Association, Journal of the History
of Ideas, Journal of the History of Philosophy, Modern Intellectual History,
Oeconomia, Philosophical Quarterly, Philosophy and Rhetoric, Political Research
Quarterly, Political Studies, Political Theory, Politics, Philosophy and Economics,
Polity, Revue Economique, Review of Politics, Southern Journal of Philosophy,
Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, Tijdschrift voor Filosofie, Utilitas.
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